Case report
A 30-year-old man presented at the casualty department complaining of a painful right knee after sustaining a rotational injury during a jump. The patient reported a sharp tearing sensation. On examination a haemarthrosis was noted with a gap in the continuity of the patellar tendon and the extensor mechanism of the knee absent. The medical history revealed that the patient had had a Herzog-Kuntscher intramedullary nail installed in his right tibia 12 years earlier following a fracture. Since operation the patient had been asymptomatic and had refused to allow removal of the nail. The radiograph obtained in the casualty department shows slight proximal migration of the intramedullary nail with protrusion and a raised patella (Figure 1 ).
At operation a complete degenerative tear of the patellar tendon was found, with chronic fibrous changes of the tendon and adhesions inside the knee. The intramedullary nail was removed and the tendon sutured, including reinforcement with partial thickness middle third of the quadriceps tendon'. The patient's recovery was uneventful.
Discussion
The continuing friction of the patellar tendon over the proximal protruding edge of the nail had resulted in degenerative changes and partial tears of the tendon~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~. 
